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MELROSE FIRE DISTRICT FACTS 
 
THE ORIGINAL PROJECT VOTE 
 
In October 2021, the Board of Fire Commissioners (Commissioners) presented a firehouse replacement plan for public 
vote, receiving overwhelming community approval to proceed with the plan at that Ɵme.  However, the construcƟon 
budget and financing cost projecƟons for the new firehouse, which had been developed prior to the COVID pandemic, 
did not provide sufficient funding to complete the project.  SkyrockeƟng pandemic related construcƟon costs and rapidly 
increasing interest rates resulted in the decision to delay the project unƟl costs stabilized and interest rates declined, in 
order miƟgate the project’s overall costs.   
 

IMPROVING CONDITIONS FACILITATE NEW FIREHOUSE VOTE  
 
The Commissioners have determined that present construcƟon pricing and the decreasing interest rate environment now 
make proceeding with the new firehouse financially feasible.  Furthermore, the District’s coverage area grew in 2025 by 
adding 72 new properƟes, over 19 square miles in the Tomhannock Spillway region in the Town of PiƩstown, making a 
new firehouse facility even more crucial at this Ɵme to support the increased call volume from this expansion.  The 
firehouse vote is being held on December 9, 2025 to coincide with the Annual ElecƟon for fire district commissioner.  The 
date of the Annual ElecƟon is established as the second Tuesday in December by NYS Town Law.   
 

NEW FIREHOUSE FINANCING  
 
The $6.95 million firehouse project budget includes exisƟng facility demoliƟon, temporary firehouse relocaƟon 
and new firehouse reoccupaƟon, project design, site development, building construcƟon, project management, 
administraƟve services and construcƟon cost conƟngency planning.  The District is proposing to borrow up to 
$5.75 million by issuing 30-year municipal bonds and to uƟlize $1.2 million of Building Reserve funds to finance 
this project.   
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITY 

 
The Commissioners will be applying for a $1 million grant from the NYS Division of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Services, Volunteer Fire Service Infrastructure Grants to offset our community’s share of the project 
cost.  This $1 million grant, if awarded, will permit the District to reduce the borrowing amount to $4.75 million, 
resulƟng in the project requiring no budget increase and no addiƟonal tax increase.  Unfortunately, the grant 
window has not opened yet, so we won’t know if the District is awarded a grant unƟl aŌer the December vote 
date. 

 
BUDGET & TAX IMPACT 

 
The Commissioners have determined that if the District is not awarded any grant funding, an addiƟonal budget 
increase  of $84,500, spread over the 2027, 2028 and 2029 budgets will be needed to support the project debt 
service payment for the $5.75 million bond issuance.   

 
When fully implemented, this mulƟyear budget plan will result in a tax increase of $1.73 per $1,000 of assessed 
value for District properƟes in the Town of SchaghƟcoke and $.25 per $1,000 of assessed value for District 
properƟes in the Town of PiƩstown.  Please see the tables below for the projected tax increase amount for a 
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r a n g e  o f  p r o p e r Ɵ e s  i n  e a c h  t o w n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n f o r m a Ɵ o n  o n  h o w  t o calculate your individual 
projected tax increase. 
========================================================================================== 

The table below illustrates the projected amount tax increase for SchaghƟcoke properƟes with assessed 
values above and below the average assessed value to fund the new firehouse.   

Town of SchaghƟcoke 
Taxable Assessed Value               Full Value** Projected Tax Increase 

$30,000       $197,628        $51.90 
$42,565*  $280,402   $73.64 
$75,000  $494,071 $129.75 

* $42,565 is the average assessed value for SchaghƟcoke properƟes in the District.
** SchaghƟcoke assesses property at 15.18% of full value.  

========================================================================================== 
The table below illustrates the projected amount tax increase for PiƩstown properƟes with assessed 

values above and below the average assessed value to fund the new firehouse.   

Town of PiƩstown 
Taxable Assessed Value               Full Value** Projected Tax Increase 

  $200,000    $200,000               $50.00 
$308,062*  $308,062   $77.02 
$500,000  $500,000 $125.00 

* $308,062 is the average assessed value for PiƩstown properƟes in the District.
** PiƩstown assesses property at 100% of full value.  

========================================================================================== 

To calculate the projected tax increase for your individual property, will need to locate the assessed value as 
shown on your 2025 Rensselaer County Tax Bill.  Using the following formula, you can calculate the projected 
amount of tax increase for your property. 

Assessed Value / 1,000 = Units of Assessed Value (UAV) x Projected Tax Rate Increase 

SchaghƟcoke:  Assessed Value / 1,000 = UAV x $1.73 
PiƩstown: Assessed Value / 1,000 = UAV x   $.25 

Please see the sample tax bills below for where to locate the assessed value and for example projected  
tax increase calculaƟons for each town. 
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This new firehouse will facilitate dedicated and compassionate fire & rescue service delivery to current and 
future generaƟons of District residents and will provide a funcƟonal and safe work space for the community’s 
volunteers.  At a Ɵme when many volunteer fire companies are experiencing declining numbers, the 
Commissioners believe a new firehouse will be a powerful recruiƟng tool, fostering a professional environment, 
that contributes to firefighter wellness, improves training capabiliƟes, and enhances firefighter retenƟon. 
 
 

 
 
To review prior Firehouse Project Facts 1-6, the Building CondiƟon Survey and other firehouse project informaƟon, please 
visit:  www.melrosefireco.org/capital-project-mfd 
 
For more informaƟon on the Board’s firehouse plan, please see Firehouse Project Facts #8, December 3, 2025, New 
Firehouse Q&A Recap. 

 


